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Wildlife 
 

1. Oftentimes in woodlots and forests, snags can be found. What implications do snags have for wildlife 
managers? 

a. Snags are a safety hazard for wildlife and people and should be removed. 
b. Snags are a habitat component, providing shelter for cavity nesting wildlife. 
c. Snags are an indication that a strong wind event has recently occurred and may have 

displaced wildlife. 
d. Snags provide berries and shelter for wildlife that prefer brushy habitats. 
 

2. Which species once found in this area is now extirpated because of habitat changes and human 
influence? 

a. Passenger pigeons 
b. Bobcats 
c. Grey wolves. 
d. Trumpeter swans 

 
3. In June 2014, the daily bag limit of walleye in Ohio waters of Lake Erie was 6 fish, with a minimum size 

limit of 15 inches. Six friends decide to take a charter out for an afternoon of fishing. The charter boat 
captain caught 6 walleye in the morning, but gave them to the previous clients from the morning 
charter. In which of the following situations is the law being followed? 

a. The boat has 6 anglers on board, so everyone can continue keeping fish until they reach 36 
walleye on the boat. 

b. The boat has 7 people (including the captain), so everyone can continue keeping fish until 
they reach 42 walleye on the boat. 

c. Each of the 6 friends can catch and keep their own 6 walleye. 
d. Each of the 6 friends and the captain can catch and keep their own 6 walleye. 
 

4. According to Ohio wildlife laws, what is a person required to do with a nuisance raccoon trapped inside 
city limits? 

a. Relocate the raccoon and release it unharmed outside of city limits 
b. Release the animal on-site or dispatch and dispose of the carcass 
c. Keep the raccoon for two weeks to ensure that it is disease free 
d. Keep the raccoon and take care of it until it can fend for itself 
 

5. Although large blocks of uninterrupted habitat are required by some species, areas where two or more 
different types of habitat meet, like field edges and woodlots, often contain the highest amount of 
species diversity. What is the term for this area? 

a. Ecoregion 
b. Ecounit 
c. Ecotone 
d. Ecosystem 
 
 
 



6. Although many of Ohio’s wildlife species have made dramatic recoveries in the last 50 years, still 
others remain threatened or endangered. What is the primary cause for the decline in these wildlife 
populations? 

a. Over harvest from poaching and hunting 
b. Lack of management due to funding cuts 
c. Habitat destruction 
d. Climate change 
  

7. By 1900 river otters could no longer be found in Ohio. In 1986, the Ohio Division of Wildlife began a 
seven year program to reintroduce this native species back into Ohio. 123 river otters were captured in 
Louisiana and Arkansas and released in 4 Ohio watersheds. Since then, river otters have been 
confirmed in two-thirds of Ohio’s counties. What management tool made this possible? 

a. Foothold traps 
b. Box traps 
c. Snares 
d. Trap nets 
 

8. Many species of birds are precocial, including some which use wetlands. What impact does this have 
for wetland managers? 

a. Managers need to avoid destroying nesting cover longer, since young birds are still in the 
nest. 

b. Larger blocks of habitat are required since these birds are nesting in colonies. 
c. Open pockets of water adjacent to nesting sites will provide hunting grounds for the adults 

to catch food for the young.  
d. Managers should time draw downs in order to maximize brood cover and high protein 

food sources. 
 

9. Fisheries managers must sometimes deal with inversion in lakes and ponds. What does inversion 
mean? 

a. Inversion occurs when a fish begins to die and air in the swim bladder causes the fish to 
float upside down. 

b. Inversion is the point at which the predator-prey balance switches to an unbalanced 
system. 

c. Inversion is when two layers of water with different densities switch places in the water 
column. 

d. Inversion is the phenomenon when fish become hypnotized when placed upside down. 
 

10.  Which species of swan is not native to North America and is considered an invasive species because it 
is a threat to native wildlife because of its aggressive behavior, including the native state-threatened 
swan species. 

a. Trumpeter swan 
b. Whistling swan 
c. Tundra swan 
d. Mute swan 
 
 
 
 
 



11.  When managing forest wildlife, what method of timber cutting is preferred for Ohio’s forests? 
a. Select cutting is preferred in order to reduce logging impacts to the ecosystem and 

improve aesthetic values of the forest. 
b. Clear cutting is preferred in order to create early successional habitat and encourage mast 

producing trees. 
c. Canopy cutting is preferred to encourage light penetration on the forest floor to 

encourage shade tolerant species. 
d. Cutting trees is not recommended in Ohio for wildlife management purposes. 
 

12.  Soil erosion from runoff not only results in the loss of highly productive topsoil, it also leads to 
excessive nutrient loading. Which conservation practice reduces erosion from runoff and increases 
wildlife habitat? 

a. No-till farming 
b. Planting shelterbelts 
c. Erecting silt fences and catch basins 
d. Planting buffer strips 

 
13.  Aquatic invasive species include both plants and animals that have been introduced to our waterways 

and have become harmful to native species and their habitats. Aquatic invasive species may live 
entirely within or partially in an aquatic habitat. Which of the following species is NOT an invasive 
species threatening the Lake Erie ecosystem? 

a. Freshwater drum (sheep head) 
b. Round goby 
c. Sea lamprey 
d. White perch 
 

14.  Aquatic vegetation plays an important role by providing a substrate for aquatic invertebrates, which 
are an important food source for many young fish. However, excessive nutrients can result in too much 
vegetation that eventually overtakes the pond. What ways are recommended to help control aquatic 
vegetation in Ohio? 

a. Biological 
b. Biological and chemical 
c. Biological and mechanical 
d. Biological, mechanical and chemical 
 

15.  Identify the animal whose pelage is displayed on the table. 
a. Swan 
b. Raccoon 
c. Grey Fox 
d. Coyote 
 

16.  Which of the depicted fish species is not desirable to stock in Ohio’s ponds? 
a.  
b.  
c.  
d.  
 



17.  Identify this species of owl which depends on open grassland cover to hunt meadow voles. Because of 
the way much of Ohio is farmed now, there isn’t much of this type of habitat remaining, as a result, 
these owls are listed as “threatened” in Ohio.  

a. Barn owl 
b. Barred owl 
c. Great horned owl 
d. Screech owl 
 

18.  Early successional habitats are important to many wildlife species, but have been declining as Ohio’s 
forests have aged since the 1940s.What popular Ohio game bird is dependent on early successional 
forests, and has experienced dramatic population declines in recent years? 

a. Ring-necked pheasant 
b. Wood duck 
c. Ruffed Grouse 
d. Northern bobwhite quail 
 

19.  In Ohio for 2014, an antlerless deer is defined as: 
a. A deer without antlers 
b. A deer without antlers or antlers less than 3 inches in length 
c. A deer without antlers or antlers less than 5 inches in length 
d. A female deer 
  

20.  A recent study estimated that bats provide over $22 billion of pest control at U.S. farms by consuming 
insects. In Ohio, the Division of Wildlife’s hibernacula survey results suggest an 85 percent decline in 
the winter bat populations from 2011 to 2014. What disease is caused by a cold-loving fungus and has 
been attributed to the decline in bat populations in Ohio, 25 other states, and 5 Canadian Provinces? 

a. Chronic wasting disease 
b. White-nose syndrome 
c. West Nile virus 
d. Brucellosis 
 

21.  Purple loosestrife is an invasive plant that crowds out other native plants on hydric soils. What is the 
most effective method for controlling invasive aquatic species like purple loosestrife? 

a. Controlled burning 
b. Mowing and disking 
c. Herbicide application and water level manipulation 
d. Controlled burning and disking 
  

22.  When stocking ponds for angling, managers often stock both prey species as well as predator species. 
When stocking both prey and predators, which should be stocked at a higher rate? 

a. More predators than prey to keep prey species from overpopulating the pond 
b. Equal numbers of predators and prey to maintain a balanced system 
c. More prey than predators to ensure enough food for the predators to survive 
d. Predators and prey species should not be stocked together in order to ensure high catch 

rates. 
 
 
 



23.  What federal act was passed into law in 1937 and placed a federal tax on firearms, ammunition, and 
hunting equipment for wildlife management projects? 

a. The Dingle-Johnson Act 
b. The Pittman-Richardson Act 
c. The Lacy Act 
d. The Pittman-Robertson Act 
 

24.  Many of Ohio’s forest wildlife species are dependent upon oak trees for food, including deer, squirrels 
and turkeys. What would be the best management strategy to encourage oaks trees in Ohio? 

a. Clear-cut preceded by fire 
b. Shelter-wood cut  
c. Selective timber harvest followed by replanting seedlings 
d. Allow trees to revert back to old growth forests 
 

25.  The Ohio Division of Wildlife is the state agency with the authority to manage all of Ohio’s fish and 
wildlife. Although at one time no longer found in Ohio, white-tailed deer are now common throughout 
Ohio. What is the Division’s goal in managing the deer herd? 

a. Deer hunting contributes millions to Ohio’s economy and provides necessary funding for 
the Division of Wildlife; therefore, the goal is to manage for a maximum sustainable yield. 

b. Deer can cause damage to crops, tree farms and gardens, not to mention deer-vehicle 
accidents; therefore the goal is to maintain only enough deer to sustain the population. 

c. Deer population is very controversial with farmers, motorists and hunters pitted against 
each other; therefore, the Division of Wildlife asks voters how the deer should be 
managed. 

d. Deer are managed for all Ohioans; therefore, the goal is to maintain maximum recreational 
opportunity, while minimizing conflicts with agriculture and motorists. 

 
26.  Wetlands are often considered the “kidney of the landscape” because of their ability to filter out 

sediments from surface water runoff, absorb chemicals, replenish ground water supplies and provide 
critical habitat for nearly 32% of Ohio’s endangered and threatened wildlife species. What soil type 
would be preferred when constructing a wetland? 

a. Sandy soils are naturally found near water and are easier to dig, and are therefore 
preferred for wetland construction. 

b. Silted soils are more fertile for wetland plants to grow, and are therefore preferred for 
wetland construction. 

c. Clay soils contain the smallest particles which will hold water better and are therefore 
preferred for wetland construction.  

d. Loam soils have the best qualities of sand, silt and clay, and are therefore preferred for 
wetland construction. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



27.  Wild animals utilize a variety of strategies to help ensure enough of their offspring survive in order to 
pass along their genetics. What behavior do white-tailed deer use to help ensure the survival of their 
fawns and what implication does this have when someone finds a young fawn by itself? 

a. White-tailed deer are a prey species, and like many other prey species which are prolific, 
put most of their energy into producing a lot of offspring rather than protecting them; 
therefore, orphaned fawns are usually the ‘runts’ of the litter, left to die. 

b. Both males and females share in the role and responsibilities of rearing and protecting 
young fawns; therefore, when someone finds a fawn by itself it is usually because one of 
the parents has died and the other cannot raise the fawn alone. 

c. Fawns are born without scent, so female deer hide young fawns and leave them alone in 
order to feed and lure predators away; therefore, a fawn by itself is usually just waiting for 
its mother to return and is not orphaned. 

d. White-tailed deer mothers do not have very strong maternal instincts and will abandon 
their young when disturbed by predators, humans or dogs to ensure that they survive to 
reproduce next year; therefore, a fawn found by itself means it has been orphaned by its 
mother. 

 
28.  In the following scenario, what wildlife law did the subjects violate? Billy, who is 16, and his sister 

Jane, who is 17, just purchased their youth hunting licenses and are diving around the block looking for 
a good place to hunt rabbits. As they drive by Mrs. Smith’s house, Billy remembers the elderly widow 
now spends the winter in Florida, so she won’t care if they hunt her farm. The two hunters pull into the 
farm lane, put on their camouflage overalls and coats, grab their .22 rifles and ammunition, and begin 
walking down the fencerow looking for rabbits. 

a. Youth hunters must be accompanied by an adult at all times. 
b. Hunters must obtain written permission before hunting someone’s property. 
c. Hunters are required to wear hunter orange when rabbit hunting. 
d. It is illegal to hunt rabbits with a rifle. 
 

29.  In 2014, what disease was discovered for the first time in Ohio within a captive deer farm? Although, 
not found in wild deer yet, this disease is always fatal to cervids and could potentially have devastating 
effects on Ohio’s deer herd and hunting industry.  

a. Epizootic hemorrhagic disease (EHD) 
b. Chronic wasting disease (CWD) 
c. Bovine tuberculosis (TB) 
d. White-nose syndrome (WNS) 
 

30.  What federal act was passed into law in 1900 and became the first federal law protecting wildlife by 
enforcing civil and criminal penalties for the illegal trade of animals and plants? 

a. The Dingle-Johnson Act 
b. The Pittman-Richardson Act 
c. The Lacy Act 
d. The Pittman-Robertson Act 
 

31.  In order to properly manage fish populations, fisheries biologists will often place a length limit on a 
fish species. What is the proper way to measure the length of a fish? 

a. Measure the fish with the mouth closed and tail (caudal fin) compressed 
b. Measure the fish with the mouth closed and the tail (caudal fin) open 
c. Measure the fish with the mouth open and the tail (caudal fin) compressed 
d. Measure the fish with the mouth open and the tail (caudal fin) open 



 
32.  When trapping in a county that is open to river otter trapping, the pelt of each river otter must be 

checked-in with a wildlife officer or taken to a wildlife area headquarters within 5 business days to be 
tagged with what? 

a. Pelt tag 
b. River otter tag 
c. CITES tag 
d. APHIS tag  
 

33.  During the Ohio youth deer gun season which of the following can an adult hunter NOT do? 
a. Archery hunt if wearing hunter orange 
b. Waterfowl hunt without wearing hunter orange 
c. Rabbit hunt if wearing hunter orange 
d. Archery hunt while accompanying a youth deer hunter as long as both are wearing hunter 

orange 
 

34.  Modern hunting and trapping are important tools that help wildlife managers keep populations at 
desired levels. They also provide needed funding which pays for nearly all wildlife conservation in 
North America. What is the term for removing excess animals from a population without damaging the 
overall population? 

a. Additive mortality 
b. Sustainable mortality 
c. Compensatory mortality 
d.  Multiple mortality 
 

35.  Your neighbor loves to watch birds outside her kitchen window. She has a variety of different bird 
feeders, each with a different type of seed. Recently, she has found several ‘puffs’ of feathers in her 
yard and under her bird feeders and she suspects that something is killing the birds. What 
recommendation would be her best course of action?  

a. Move the feeders higher off the ground since a domestic cat is likely the predator 
b. Spread the feeders farther apart in the yard so the birds are less concentrated to make it 

more difficult for a predator to catch them 
c. Remove bushes and prune tree limbs to help the birds escape more quickly 
d. Plant bushes, shrubs and pine trees near the feeders to provide escape cover 

 


